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A shimmering jewel of a book about writing from two-time Booker Prize finalist Deborah Levy, to
publish alongside her new work of nonfiction, The Cost of Living.Blending personal history,
gender politics, philosophy, and literary theory into a luminescent treatise on writing, love, and
loss, Things I Don't Want to Know is Deborah Levy's witty response to George Orwell's
influential essay "Why I Write." Orwell identified four reasons he was driven to hammer at his
typewriter--political purpose, historical impulse, sheer egoism, and aesthetic enthusiasm--and
Levy's newest work riffs on these same commitments from a female writer's perspective.As she
struggles to balance womanhood, motherhood, and her writing career, Levy identifies some of
the real-life experiences that have shaped her novels, including her family's emigration from
South Africa in the era of apartheid; her teenage years in the UK where she played at being a
writer in the company of builders and bus drivers in cheap diners; and her theater-writing days
touring Poland in the midst of Eastern Europe's economic crisis, where she observed how a
soldier tenderly kissed the women in his life goodbye.Spanning continents (Africa and Europe)
and decades (we meet the writer at seven, fifteen, and fifty), Things I Don't Want to Know brings
the reader into a writer's heart.



The Cost of Living: A Working Autobiography, The Man Who Saw Everything, Hot Milk



Jeff LeVine, “Somewhat mysterious, extremely well written book. A finely written and somewhat
mysterious book, split between the present when the author has returned to Majorca to escape
(or figure out) her present, and a series of relatively short memories of the author’s youth in
South Africa and then England. Per the title, the book claims to be about the things the author
doesn’t want to know, but these are indeed the things it seems she actually needs to know /
remember, if she wants to keep going.”

M. K. Hunter, “Deborah Levy is a stunning writer.. This book and its companion Cost of Living is
a wholly different approach to memoir writing. Very inspiring.”

gingia, “A Surprise of Insights. A thought provoking book that I’ve reread several times. I don’t
see the Orwell parallel exactly but Levy has some real insights into being a woman person.
Harder than it looks to the outsider.”

Barbara J. Hirsch, “Amazing and powerful.. My second purchase of Deborah Levy's work. This is
deeply moving, painful at times, but I would not have missed reading it.”

Shaula Ashkenazi, “Literary truth, for a change. The making of a creative writer is recounted in
an inspiringly beautiful sincerity. I connected with Deborah Levy's literary autobiographical work
and thoroughly enjoyed her observations of people, life, identity, womanhood and writing.”

DC, “writerly truth. Lovely and true and unlike any book on writing I've read. About why more than
how. It was too short! I wanted to keep reading on...”

Barbara Dover, “Five Stars. Divine writing. Absorbing, insightful.”

Izzielickedabee, “Lyrical and lucid despite minor flaws. I’ve never read anything by Levy before,
the descriptions of her novels just didn’t appeal. But I kept coming across articles about her
autobiographical series – the second came out this year – and they’re short so I thought I would
try one. This is the first in a projected trilogy, each is a response to a famous work. (The second
one apparently to Simone De Beauvoir’s 'The Second Sex'.) A 'loose' reply to Orwell’s essay
'Why I write'. In this essay Orwell talks about his childhood and its impact on his writing impulse,
as well as listing four categories he thinks account for why writers write, so Levy has four
sections in her book that correspond to these.I wasn’t entirely sure about the overall approach
Levy takes, and the first section which is clearly about a moment of depression was hard to
relate to, not because of her feelings, but because she could just pick up and go to a beautiful,
secluded hotel in Spain. Not an option many of us have, I think. However, the second and third
sections are basically autobiographical sketches and I thought they were really striking in how



they represented displacement and loss. The first is a snapshot from her childhood in apartheid
South Africa just after her father, an ANC member, was imprisoned for his political activities, it’s
an amazing look at a horrific period of history through a child’s eyes. The second is an episode
from her teens, just after her parents separate, and captures brilliantly her teenage angst and
confusion. The writing here was lyrical and lucid. I thought the entire book was worth reading for
those two sections, regardless of the project as a whole.”

J. Atherton, “Enjoyed. I loved this short memoir about Deborah Levy’s early life. I was totally
engaged with it and it was written so beautifully and made me smile. I will definitely read more of
this author”

Rosemary McNally, “Gift. Bought as a gift which was greatly received”

bini slingsby, “Excellent writer, who I have only just discovered. Excellent writer , who I have only
just discovered. I can't wait to read all her other books and stories”

The book by Deborah Levy has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 449 people have provided feedback.
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